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Alcohol Abuse’s Influence on Grades	
One of the most common consequences of alcohol abuse by students is difficulty keeping up with academic responsibilities. The number of drinks a student consumes is directly associated with the student’s grades.  Core Institute research shows the following correlation between grades and alcoholic drink consumption:
· Students with B averages consume 1.1 more drinks per week than A students. 
· Students with C averages consume 2.7 more drinks per week than A students. 
· Students with D and F averages consume 6.4 more drinks per week than A students. 
Other Academic Consequences
According to the National Institute Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, about a quarter of college students report experiencing difficulty with academics due to alcohol use, including earning low grades, doing poorly on tests and papers, missing class, and falling behind.  Studies also suggest that college drinking is a major factor in student dropout rates.

Even students who don’t abuse alcohol may suffer academically as a result of their peers’ drinking. The so-called secondary effects of drinking; including taking care of a drunk friend, being the victim of an assault, and putting up with loud parties, can affect the school work of students who don’t drink.
UW Colleges Data
In March of 2009, over 1200 UW Colleges students participated in the UW System Alcohol and Other Drug Survey.  A significant number of students reported negative academic impact related to their drinking.
· 22% of respondents reported performing poorly on a test or important project in the past year due to drinking.
· 27% missed at least once class in the past year due to drinking.
Some trends with students in the UW Colleges and nationally indicate that traditional aged, freshman students who drink, tend to drink the most.  As students progress through college, many decrease their drinking.  Interestingly, when UWC students who took the survey mentioned above, 20% indicated they are drinking more now than in the year before they started colleges.  38% are drinking less now than before college, and 42% about the same.
For more information, check out the UW Colleges Alcohol and Other Drug Education Program website at www.uwc.edu/aode.  
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