Susie and Joe’s Break-Up (Case Study)
Susie and Joe are both second-year students at UW-Waukesha.  They met last semester in Psychology class and immediately hit it off.  Susie is a student in the Biology program and is hoping to get into the nursing program at UW-Madison after completing her pre-requisites next spring.  Joe is undecided about his major, but is planning to graduate in two years with an associate’s degree.  
On Friday night, one of Joe’s friends is throwing a party and has invited Joe and Susie.  Susie doesn’t want to go out, because she has an exam in Biology on Monday morning at 8:00a.m.  Joe tells Susie he wishes that she would “lighten up”.  Furthermore, he says that “we’re only in college once and we need to live it up”.  Susie states that she wishes Joe would “grow up” and tells him “I don’t know why you always have to go out; we never spend any time together anymore.”  Joe gets frustrated and leaves for the party, slamming the door on his way out. 

Kimberlee is sophomore, social work major at UW-Washington County.  She has had a really bad week.  She recently broke up with her boyfriend on Monday and has been at home crying all week.  Her girlfriends just invited her to a party in Waukesha.  Although Kimberlee is generally the designated driver – she doesn’t really like the taste of beer -- her girlfriend (Beth) convinces her that tonight she needs to get out and have fun!!  Beth picks her up and promises to be the designated driver.  
When they arrive at the party, Kimberlee doesn’t really know anyone and is feeling uncomfortable.  However, after several Mike’s lemonades she is feeling tipsy. After a few hours, Beth decides that she is going down to the basement.  She is going to play a game of flip-cup with a new guy she just met (Joe).  She whispers to Kimberlee that she thinks that “Joe is so cute” and giggles as she follows him to the basement.  Kimberlee briefly wonders how Beth is going to drive her home after playing flip-cup, but decides to “let loose” for the evening and just have fun.  After about three rounds of flip-cup, Kimberlee is feeling pretty drunk and decides to call it quits.  

Kimberlee would like to go home and spends about 30 minutes looking for Beth, but can’t seem to find her anywhere.  She vaguely remembers Beth walking off with a guy…what was his name??  John? Or Jacob?  After asking what seems like 50 different people, someone tells her that “I think I saw her walking upstairs with Joe.”  Joe – that was his name.  Kimberlee is knocking on several doors and finally finds a couple making-out upstairs in the guest room.  She can’t see much, but recognizes Beth’s voice when she yells for her to, “close the freaking door”.  Although she knows that she probably shouldn’t drive, Kimberlee decides to drive home for the night.  
Susie tries calling Joe’s cell phone, but he doesn’t answer.  She doesn’t leave a message, but is up most of the night crying about the fight that she and Joe had earlier that night.  
The next morning Kimberlee gets a phone call from Beth for a ride.  When she gets in the car and neither of the girls say much.  Beth says something like, “I can’t believe I did that.  I don’t even know his name.”  Kimberlee wonders if she should ask for more details, but decides not to.  They drive in silence until they arrive in front of Beth’s home.  Kimberlee gives Beth a hug and a forgiving smile and drops her off.  They make plans for swapping the car later in the day.
Joe goes over to see Susie on Saturday afternoon.  He’s contemplating what to say to her and is feeling pretty crappy about Friday night.  He decides it would be best “just to ignore it” because he “doesn’t want to hurt Susie’s feelings.”  However, when he walks in her apartment he finds Susie crying.  The first thing she says to him is, “so…what was her name?  Kayla told me she saw you go upstairs with a girl at the party on Friday.  I cannot believe that you would cheat on me.  We’re through.”  On top of everything, Susie fails her exam on Monday morning, because she didn’t get any studying done over the weekend.  
Listed below are the characters in this story.  Rank them in order of their responsibility for the negative consequences in this story.  Give a different score to each character.  Be prepared to explain your choices.

Most responsible (   1      2     3     4  (  Least Responsible

_____ Joe
_____ Susie

_____ Kimberlee

_____ Beth
