
Lowest UW Tuition
UW Colleges tuition and fees are the lowest in the 
UW System. Our tuition and fees for 2011–12 are:

50% less than UW–Madison.

44% less than UW–Milwaukee.

34% less than the other University of Wisconsin 
campuses.

2011–12 Tuition & Fees Comparison
Attending two years at UW Colleges saves you up 
to $9,600 compared to the Madison and Milwaukee 
campuses and more than $4,800 a year compared to 
the other four-year UW campuses.

Save Thousands Living at 
Home the First Two Years
Attending your local UWC campus can save you  
thousands of dollars in room, board and other costs.

The average cost of a double residence hall room  
and a standard meal plan at the other UWs is 
about $6,183/year (2011–12). Most of this cost can 
be saved by commuting to a UW Colleges campus.

Students don’t have to relocate to start their degrees.

Many UW Colleges students continue their jobs 
while working on their UW degrees.

A First- Class Education 
is Affordable When You 
Start at a UW College

W ith 13 campuses statewide and an 
Online degree offering, the University 
of Wisconsin Colleges offers freshman/

sophomore courses that are transferable and can 
lead to bachelor’s degrees at public and private 
colleges and universities.*
	 The UW Colleges (UWC) can be your best 
start on a bachelor’s degree and unlimited career 
opportunities because we have:

The Guaranteed Transfer Program. Successful 
participation guarantees admission into a UW 
four-year campus. Our students graduate at 
higher rates than students who transfer from 
technical or private colleges.

Faculty who emphasize teaching.

One-on-one, personalized attention from  
faculty and staff.

Statistics showing the more credits that  
students earn at a UW Colleges campus,  
the more successful they are after transfer.

Courses that lead to more than 200 majors.

UW 
Campus

UW–Madison 
UW–Milwaukee

Other Four Year 
UW Campuses

UW Colleges

Average Tuition 
& Fees per Year

	 $9,665 
	 $8675

	 $7,283

 
	 $4,841** 

At UW Colleges 
You Save per Year

$4,824 
$3,834

$2,442 

  * 	�A bachelor’s degree is now offered on-site at many of the  
UW Colleges campuses. Interested students should contact  
the campus Student Services Of�ce for more information.

** 	�All UW Colleges campuses charge the same per-credit tuition 
amount for on-campus courses. Added to this are segregated fees 
that fund student organizations and services. Segregated fees 
vary slightly among the UW Colleges campuses. 
	 Tuition for courses taught through UW Colleges Online over 
the Internet is slightly higher. For more information about online 
courses, see www.online.uwc.edu.

6.	Receive an Award Offer from UWC Student  
Financial Aid. Sign and return it to accept the  
aid offered.

7.	You must apply for �nancial aid each year.  
Eligibility does not carry over from one academic 
year to the next.

How Financial Need is Calculated
Most aid, except Direct Unsubsidized Loans, Direct 
PLUS Loans and most scholarship funds, is awarded 
on the basis of �nancial need.

Financial need is the difference between the total 
cost of the education budget and the amount you 
and your family are expected to contribute toward 
that cost.

Cost of education budgets are estimated each year 
by the UW Colleges Student Financial Aid Of�ce. 
(See the cost section below.)

Your expected family contribution is based on the 
information that you provide on your FAFSA form.

When To Apply For Financial Aid
Many aid sources are limited. Therefore, you should 
apply early.

1.	The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
form should be submitted as soon after January 1 as 
possible for the upcoming academic year beginning in 
the following September.

2.	If possible, complete your federal tax return before 
submitting the FAFSA form.

3.	Applicants who have submitted all necessary forms by 
April 1 will be given funding priority and will be the 
�rst noti�ed of their eligibility.

4.	Summer-session aid applicants must �le the FAFSA 
for the academic year preceding the summer (e.g. �le 
a 2011–12 FAFSA for summer 2012 aid). There is 
an  additional summer aid application form available 
from the Student Services Of�ce that must also be 
submitted no later than May 15 prior to the summer.

Student Financial Aid
 A central Student Financial Aid Of�ce located in  
Madison coordinates �nancial aid for the 13 UW 
Colleges campuses and UW Colleges Online.

 Analysis of �nancial need and awarding of aid is 
done in the Madison of�ce.

 Each campus has one or more �nancial aid advi-
sors, located in the Student Services Of�ce (listed on 
back), who can assist you in all areas of the �nancial 
aid process.

Who Is Eligible?
Eligibility for most types of �nancial aid is based on 
�nancial need. Exceptions are made for some scholar-
ships and for some loan programs. In addition you must:

Be a United States citizen or a permanent resident of 
the U.S.

Have a valid Social Security number.

Be enrolled for at least six credits per semester 
(half-time enrollment)—whether it’s a fall, spring, 
or summer semester. Exceptions are made for Pell 
Grant funding and for scholarships.

Make satisfactory academic progress.

Register with the Selective Service, if required.

Not be in default on a loan or owe a repayment on a 
federal grant at any postsecondary institution.

Be enrolled in a degree program. (Note: students who 
have completed the UW Colleges associate of arts and 
science degree, a comparable associate degree or bach-
elor’s degree are not eligible to receive �nancial aid at 
the UW Colleges.)

Notes: If you or your parents have unusual circumstances that you 
would like considered (such as decreases in income, unexpected medical 
expenses, child care, elder care, etc.), contact your campus �nancial aid 
advisor for the necessary form(s). 
	To check on the status of your �nancial aid application and aid 
award, click on the PRISM link at your campus Web site.

Steps For Applying
1.	Complete and submit the Free Application for 

Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  
	The FAFSA is available online at www.fafsa.gov.  

You can apply from home or from your campus. 
Each UW Colleges campus has a computer and a 
printer available with a compatible web browser 
that provides the highest level of data security. 

	Most continuing students will receive information 
on completing a Renewal FAFSA online.

	Complete and submit the FAFSA/Renewal FAFSA 
as soon after January 1 as possible.

	Be sure to use the UW Colleges school code of 
003897 (for all campuses).

2.	If you are a new freshman, a re-entry, or transfer 
student, you must also submit a UW System 
Application for Undergraduate Admission. You 
can complete this form online at: http://apply.
wisconsin.edu or submit the paper form to your 
campus Student Services Of�ce.

3.	You will receive a Student Aid Report (SAR) by 
email within one to two weeks after you submit your 
FAFSA/Renewal FAFSA. If necessary, follow the 
instructions for making corrections.

4.	Register for classes at your local campus.

5.	Respond to any requests for additional information 
from the UW Colleges Student Financial Aid Of�ce. 
You may need to provide copies of tax returns, citizen-
ship documents, etc. UWC aid forms may be found at 
www.uwc.edu/�nancial-aid/forms.

With Our Lower Tuition,  
Fewer Loans Are Needed
UW Colleges students take out fewer loans from 
the federal student loan programs. Recent data 
indicate that:

Only 43% of UW Colleges students use 
student loans. (2009–10)

On average, 22% more students at the other 
UW campuses borrow for school costs than do 
students attending UW Colleges.

Generous Grant Aid
All of the major federal and state grant programs 
are available to our students. In 2010–11:

We provided over $62 million in �nancial aid 
funding. 

Almost half (48%) of all �nancial aid at UW 
Colleges was grants or scholarships that do 
not need to be repaid.

2011–12 Academic Year (Wisconsin Residents)

	Students living	Students living 
	with parents	on their own

UWC Tuition & Fees*	$4,840	$4,840
Books & Supplies	980	980
Total Tuition& Supplies 	$5,820	$5,820
Rent & Utilities	—	4,810
Food	2,620	2,620
Transportation	2,820	2,820
Miscellaneous**	1,690	1,690
Total Cost	$12,950	$17,760
  * �Estimated average cost assuming full-time enrollment. For actual tuition 

numbers, see 2011–12 tuition chart.
** �Miscellaneous includes Direct Loan fees, personal costs, clothing, 

recreation, and minor medical costs.

Cost of Education Budget used for 
determining financial need

UW Colleges Financial Aid/Student Services Of�ces
Baraboo/Sauk County....................................608-355-5230
Barron County...............................................715-234-8024
Fond du Lac...................................................920-929-1122
Fox Valley......................................................920-832-2620
Manitowoc ....................................................920-683-4707
Marathon County...........................................715-261-6240
Marinette ......................................................715-735-4301
Marshfield/Wood County...............................715-384-1717
Richland......................................... 608-647-6186 Option 3
Rock County.........................................608-758-6565 x200
Sheboygan ....................................................920-459-6633
Washington County.......................................262-335-5201
Waukesha .....................................................262-521-5040
UW Colleges Online.......................................877-449-1877
Central Financial Aid Office............................608-262-5928

www.uwc.edu/financial-aid

Student 
Financial Aid

START AHEAD

9/11

Financial aid regulations change frequently. The information 
in this brochure is current as of August 2011 and is subject 
to change.

UW Colleges School Code: 003897

How Aid is Awarded
Once all necessary forms have been submitted and 
reviewed, you will be sent an Award Offer indicating 
the types and amounts of aid for which you qualify. You 
can accept or decline any of the aid types that you are 
offered. Details on the types of aid offered and instruc-
tions on how to accept or decline aid will be provided. 

Consortium Agreement Form
If you enroll at UW Colleges and another college or  
university for the same term, you may receive �nan-
cial aid from only one of the institutions. Check with 
your UW Colleges Student Services Of�ce for assis-
tance in completing a consortium agreement form.

Certification for Veterans 
The UW Colleges 13 campuses and UWC Online are 
fully approved for the certi�cation of educational 
bene�ts for veterans and veterans’ dependents under 
both federal and state Veterans Administration (VA) 
programs. Information about veterans’ bene�ts may 
be obtained at the nearest VA Of�ce or at the campus 
Student Services Of�ce.

Student Financial Aid
www.uwc.edu/financial-aid

A University of Wisconsin degree is highly 
valued around the world. The 13 freshman/

sophomore campuses of the UW Colleges 
and UWC Online give you the best start on a 

UW degree and unlimited career opportunities 
for the lowest tuition in the UW System.

www.uwc.edu/�nancial-aid
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