SGC Executive Board Meeting
Date: 5 November 2008, Wednesday

Time: 8:30 am

Location: Marathon County Library Conference Room; WisLine Teleconference

Members Present: President Chase Boruch, Executive Director Britani Lange, Patti Wise

Members Not Present: Vice President Nicole Polahar, Advisor Karley Adney

I. Report Patti Wise:

A. Patti Wise returned from a two day retreat with UW Colleges staff and created strong connections with various personnel. She stressed the importance of maintaining and creating contacts for SGC throughout the UW Colleges.

B. Wisconsin Governor Jim Doyle is proposing budget cuts for the UW Colleges, however a tuition freeze for one year has been proposed that we are hopeful for. 

C. November 17, 2008 is the first Search and Screen Committee meeting to fill the ProVost and Vice Chancellor Position.

II. President Report, Chase Boruch:
A. At the time of the meeting President Chase Boruch reports that only two SGC delegates have replied to his request for a short statement including their goals and expectations for SGC. Goals that were discussed included the proposed smoking ban, mental health funding, and childcare on campus. Patti Wise suggested that instead of using the phrase “Smoking Ban,” “Smoke Free Campus” may be looked upon more favorably. Current statistics place UW Colleges smokers at 22-27%.

B. Chase Boruch also set to visit UW Rock County in an attempt to encourage them to select SGC delegates.

III. Vice President Report, Nicole Polahar:

A. Not Present.

IV. Executive Director Report, Britani Lange

A. No report updates.

V. Advisor Report, Karley Adney:

A. Not Present. 

VI. Financial Director Report:

A. The position of Financial Director is currently open as previous Director Rachel Taylor resigned. President Chase Boruch has attempted to find a replacement my e-mailing Business Professors asking for an interested individual. Currently there is no one for the position.

VII. Financial Aid Advisory Council:

A. President Chase Boruch informed the board as to the current question the council has been discussing regarding where the UW Colleges should get their student loans from. Currently student loans can be taken from private financial institutions or banks or the Department of Education from the federal government. There is concern over the current state of the economy and whether private institutions will continue to lend to students because of the high risk of dropout and the long term payback options which decrease profit, making student loans a liability for some. The Department of Education is fairly stable in their ability to make loans to students, however the question is do students want the choice or should they go with the stable choice. November 13, 2008 President Chase Boruch will be attending a Financial Meeting and will update the board. 
VIII. Open:

A. Patti Wise questioned President Chase Boruch regarding why the UW Colleges have not initiated a textbook rental system. Chase Boruch responded that the cost of starting such a program is too high, and would result in higher tuition or student segregated fees that they return over time would even out, but there is not enough funding for the initial cost. He also spoke regarding how professors are often not in favor of the idea because it limits the books they can use in their classes and often from one year or semester to the next. 

B. Executive Director Britani Lange posed the question as to whether or not it would be possible to have the ISBN numbers for required textbooks available prior to the start of the semester so that students can try and purchase them at a lower price from other sources. President Chase Boruch informed her that the compilation of such a list is difficult and very time consuming, but he would be interested to hear from any campuses who has successfully done such a program.

Adjournment: 9:05 am

Respectfully submitted by Executive Director Britani Lange; 5 November 2008

