Custom Course Homepages and Widgets

In D2L faculty have the option of living with the default course homepage and navigation bar links, or they can customize both tools. Before going any further it is important to define some terms and set some minimal expectations for both tools.
A Widget is piece of customized code added to your course homepage to provide information, links or images, and more.  There are two types of widgets in D2L, those that are canned D2L widgets, like the Welcome widget; and custom widgets, like the Accessibility Widget shown below:
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  Custom widget
On the default course homepage in D2L there are several widgets that are automatically added to the page when a D2L course site is created.  These widgets consist of a combination of canned and custom widgets, but they are all important and expected to be a part of all course homepages, so students can access critical information for their course.
Included in that list are the following widgets: Welcome Box, Updates, Events, Bookmarks in the left column, News in the center column, and Role Switch and Technical Support (coming in May) in the right column.  These are on all course homepages, and should be included in the same location on all homepages, whether you create a custom homepage or use the default homepage.  This is a Best Practice! Students get used to seeing the widgets in the same location in all of their courses, and there should be no exceptions.  
The navigation bars are also set up by default.  Here is a screenshot of the default navigation bar for a new course:
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The top left and right links on the navigation bar should not be changed.   This is another Best Practice.
The lower left navbar has links most commonly used by students and faculty.  On the lower right side, there are links that should not be removed, but it is okay to add other tools to the lower right side as long as they are added to the left of “Help”.  It is also a Best Practice to not remove the “Edit Course” link.  It is only visible by instructors, and is “the link” to the course management console.

Faculty can add and remove tools from the lower left navbar.  A Best Practice is to remove those tools from the navbar if the tool is not being used in the course.  Click on the “Edit Course” link. On the course management console (shown below), click on the “NavBars” link.
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To customize the links, click on the “Bottom Left” or “Bottom Right” tab.  Then links can be added or removed by moving the tool between the Inactive Links: and Current Active Links: boxes.
Sometimes a tool will not be visible.  It has most likely not been made available.  Click on the “Tools” link on the Course Management Console and add that tool.  
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Tools are sorted as Current Tools and Available Tools.  Tools that won’t be used can be deleted by clicking on the “Trash” icon, outlined in Red. That deleted tool will be moved to the list of Available Tools, and can be added back into the list of Current Tools at any time.  

To add a tool to the Current Tools list, put a check mark in the box next to the tool (see blue box outlining check box) and then click on Add Tools.

Multiple tools can be added by clicking in multiple check boxes before clicking on Add Tools.
Creating a custom widget:
Begin on the Course Management Console and click on Homepages.   Scroll down and click on the Create New Widget button. Give the widget a name and description.  Putting a check mark in the check box “Make this widget available to all courses” and the widget will be available to all courses (all UWC courses).  Click on Save.  
The next step is to add create the widget.  
There are three tabs on the next screen, the Edit Widget screen, Style, Admin and Custom Code. Here are some best practices for each of the three tabs.  

Style:
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On the Style tab put a check in the Put Widget Inside A Box.  One example where the user would not want a box around a widget would be when there is an image in the widget without any text.  This will make the image appear as if it is not in a widget.  Under Box Style, there are two options, one is a square box and two is a rounded edge.  This doesn’t appear to be working, but give it a try!  Provide a Box Title and select the alignment for the Box Title on the header of the widget – Left, Centre, or Right.
Finally, set the Widget Width to 100 percent (this will make the widget the width of the column) and finally, the Widget Alignment will align the widget within the column.

Admin
This screen allows the user to change the Widget Name or Widget Description.  It also allows sharing of the with widget with other courses.  These are settings that were set in the very first step of creating the widget.

Custom Code

To create the content of the widget, use the HTML Editor by clicking on that link near the top of this tab.  Here the user can add and format the font, add images, and insert links to websites or to other areas within the course. If the user knows html source code, they can do even more! Be sure to click on the Insert button after finishing work in the HTML editor.  Then be sure to click on Save. 
Once the widget is created and saved, the next step is to create a custom course homepage to display the custom widget or add it to an existing custom course homepage. 
Creating a custom course homepage:

Begin on the Course Management Console and click on Homepages.  
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Click on the Create New Homepage button.  Give the homepage a name and description.  Next click on Save.  The next step is to add the widgets to the homepage.  
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Click on the tab (Header, Column 1, Column 2, Column 3, Footer) to select the area of the homepage to place the widgets.  Next click on an Available Widget (1), click on the arrow pointing towards the Active Widgets box (2), and then the widget will appear in that area of the page.  The order the widgets appear in that area can be changed by using the Up and Down arrows.
One more item to double check is the “Width (in pixels):”.  By default, Column 3 is 0.  Change it to 150 and click on the save icon. The red arrow is pointing at the icon in the image.  Then go back to Column 2 and change it to 400 to 450 and click on the save icon.  Save the homepage and then Preview the page.  Make any necessary adjustments to the page and once again Save the page. 
The next step is to return to Manage Homepages, by clicking on that link at the top of the page.  The new homepage is listed here.  
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Click on the X in the Is My Home? column to make the custom page the current homepage.  Then click on My Home to see the new course home page.

Patricia Fellows

April 7, 2005


