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Session Overview
Widgets

What is a Widget
Where are they used
How can they be used
How is one made

Course Homepages
Customizing your page
Default homepages
Required widgets
Things to avoid
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Sample Widgets

D2L widget Custom widget
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Widgets
Course Menu widget – course content, course 
links, course discussion, my grades
Support resources widget – library, faculty 
support, students support
Instructor contact widget who, e-mail, phone, 
address, office hours
Placement of widgets so students don’t have 
to scroll down
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Widgets
Role Switch – What is its role?  How useful
Use Html to create the widget – whatever you 
can do on a web page you can do in a widget
Create a homepage using Dreamweaver – full 
graphics with menu
Include Flash Animation in a widget
RSS feeds
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Create Widget
Edit Course>Homepages>Create New WIdget
Name and description
Widget Style

Box styles – 2 styles or no box
Box Title
Box Title Alignment
Widget Width
Widget Alignment
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Widget Admin
Widget Name
Widget Description

This information was provided when the widget 
was first created
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Widget Custom Code
There are two options here –

Typing in HTML source code
Use HTML Editor

This option allows user to create a fully formatted 
widget with images, quick links, hyperlinks, etc.
Click on “Insert” to add the work done in the HTML 
editor to the widget
Remember to hit SAVE to save the widget!
Users can also preview the widget from this view
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Course Homepage Best Practices
Navigation bars –

Keep top left and right links as they are when 
course site is created!
Put course tools on left lower and use right lower 
for instructor tools.  Do not remove the “Edit 
Course” link. 
This will keep things consistent for all students in 
all courses 
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Best Practices (cont.)
The course homepage has three columns (also 
a header and a footer)
Use the left column for the default widgets

Welcome Box
Updates
Events
Bookmarks
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Best Practices (cont.)
The center column should display the “News”
widget
The right column displays the Role Switch 
widget (only visible to instructors)
Custom widgets can be added to the center 
and right columns
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Creating a Custom Course Homepage
Edit course>Homepages>Create New 
Homepage
Give it a Name and Description
Save
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Adding Widgets to Homepage
Select the area on the homepage (i.e. left) by 
clicking on the Column 1 tab
Then from the list of available widgets, click on 
those widgets that should appear in the left column 
(remember recommended widgets)
Click on the “>” to move the selected widget to the 
“Active Widget” box
If necessary, organize the list of widgets from top to 
bottom using the “Up” and “Down” arrows
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Finishing a Custom Course Homepage
Repeat the previous step for all three columns (and 
the header and footer if used)
Note that Column 3 has a Width of 0 by default

Change Column 2’s width to 450  and click on the save 
icon next to the width text box
Change Column 3’s width to 150 and save that width

Once all the widgets have been added to the page 
click on “Save”
Note you can also preview the homepage from this 
view
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Making the New Homepage Active
After saving the widgets, click on the 
“Manage Homepages” link
In the “Is My Home?” column click on the X 
next to the new custom page to make it active
Click on “Go to Course” to see your new 
homepage
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