[image: image3.jpg]



[image: image2.jpg]DesireZLearf*

Innovative Learning Technology



 
Grades Optimization


[image: image1.jpg]Desire [ earn




Strategies to Optimize Grades Performance

D2L Grades V7.3

© 2005 Desire2Learn, Inc.
Table of Contents

3Introduction


3Grades Setup


3Grades List


4Edit All Grade Items


4Sections and Groups


4Import/Export


5General Suggestions




Introduction

This guide outlines some useful strategies to optimize the performance of your Grades tool.  Listed below are steps we recommend from grade book creation to final grade calculations.

Keep in mind, these are guidelines and are not strictly enforced within D2L.  The performance of Grades can be affected by the overall performance of the site and any significant grade calculations or modifications would be best accomplished during off peak hours.  We are working at developing Grades performance standards but in the meantime have found the following suggestions very useful in the optimization of the D2L grade book.  

Grades Setup

When setting up your grade book, keep in mind the following options:

· Personal Display Options – Repeat User Details every X grade items. It is recommended that you enter a number between 5 and 10 for X to improve the speed by which the grades list page loads
· Other display options such as the number of decimal places, color, symbols, student ID,  weighted grade, or out of grade can affect the load times of the grades list and it is suggested if these items are not necessary to display on the grades list, leaving them out will reduce the page download size, which will be a big plus for lower-bandwidth users
· Grade Calculations - Automatically keep final grade updated.  Removing this check will reduce the number of calculations performed in the grade book and will significantly decrease load times when viewing the grades list and individual grade items

Grades List

When viewing the main Grades page, keep in mind the following display options: 
· If your intention is to view grades for one particular student, use the search field. This will decrease the time it takes the grades list page to load

· Set the paging size to either 10 or 25 to reduce the number of users displayed at one time

· If your course uses sections or groups, change the View By field to Sections or Groups 
· Try and avoid grading by category.  Similar to ‘edit all grade items’, this requires a large processing overhead, and is not recommended for use in a category with a large number of child grade items (i.e. over 10-15).
Edit All Grade Items

Caution should be exercised when using this tool.  For small to medium size grade books, this can be an effective means to alter many grade items at one time. However, using this is not recommended when more than 30-40 grade items exist in the grades list. 
Sections and Groups 
For classes that involve a large number of students or a large number of grade items, or both, it is strongly suggested to use sections or groups within your course.  The benefit of sections and groups is that you can work with a subset of users which in return helps reduce processing time. See the D2L Teaching Guide for further information on creating groups or sections.
Import/Export

Below are some suggestion to follow when importing and exporting grades:

· It is recommended that no more than 50 grade items are imported at one time.  There is a limitation to the length of assessment item name allowed during import and as a result, multiple grade items with long names may cause the import to fail.  Use short grade item names if you intend to use import/export in a large grade book.
· It’s also a good practice to use this tool to create a backup of the grade book.  Regular backups will ensure you have a copy of the latest grade changes and eases the restoration process if an accident were to happen.

· You will find in the DOME a variable called ‘MaxRecordstoGrab’ (My Home/DOME/Config Variable Browser/All Variables/Tools/MaxRecordstoGrab).  This will set the number of records or ‘cells’ to grab.  This number does not relate to the number of rows in a file.  (i.e if you have 200 items to import for one user, you have 200 records).  Decreasing this variable will result in more manual steps in the process, but operations are less likely to take as long.  
General Suggestions

The following are general suggestions to improve the efficiency of your grade book within D2L:

· Creating un-necessary grade categories can slow down the performance (as there are more database joins to be performed).  If is recommended child grade items be removed from categories if and when possible.
· There is a known issue with grades statistics.  When viewing grade statistics, ensure the search field is completely clear.  You can accomplish this by clearing out the search field and clicking ‘search’.
· Import/Export from quizzing – It is important to note that any time an export of grades is done from quizzing, it will overwrite any existing grades for that grade item in the grade book.  This only applies when a user manually exports the grades via the ‘update’ button.

· Many of the operations within the grade book are executed on the client computer prior to committing the changes to the server. Thus, it is recommended to close any unnecessary and/or large applications on your computer when working in the grade book
· Ensure your site is up to date on all the latest grades patches. Contact D2LSupport or your AM for more information 
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